Anatomical Donations

Definitions

· “Anatomical gift” A donation of all or part of a human body to take effect upon death.
· “Tissue”  Any part other than an organ or eye

· “Decedent”  Includes deceased individual, a stillborn infant, or fetus

Who May Donate?

· Any person over 18 and of sound mind.

· If under 18, a parent or guardian must sign the document. 

· The Coroner must determine that the part is not necessary for an autopsy in order for the recipient to obtain the organ.

Gifts Made By The Donor Him/Herself

· May be made by will or a written document which conforms to the statutory form in this section.
· May be amended or revoked at any time.

· Two witnesses are required to sign the document in the donor's presence.

· If the donor is unable to sign, a person who has no affiliation with the donee may do so in the presence of two witnesses at the direction of the donor.

· If the donor is under age 17, one witness must be a parent or guardian.

· The gift may also be designated on a driver's license upon each renewal; the gift becomes invalid if the license expires or is cancelled. Alternatively, a Donor Registry Enrollment Form may be completed and sent to the Bureau of Motor Vehicles.  This form is available at 

http://www.bmv.ohio.gov/pdf_forms/2622.pdf 

· A gift may be made by (1) document; (2) by telegram; or (3) by telephone call received by two persons, one of whom prepares the documentation, or by telephone call that is recorded by electronic or mechanical device.

· A valid declaration of an anatomical gift by the donor him/herself prevails over any contrary desires of the donor’s family.

Donations By Living Survivors

· In order of priority, the following may authorize gifts:  (1) Spouse; (2) Adult son or daughter; (3) Either parent; (4) Adult brother or sister; (5) Grandparent; (6) Guardian of the decedent at the time of death; or (7) Any person authorized or under obligation to dispose of the body

· The gift is invalid if someone knows the donation was against decedent's wishes or someone in the same or higher class as listed above objects.

Forms

· The ORC specifies two forms for anatomical donations, which are included on the next pages.  An organ donation form is also included in the Choices: Living Well at the End of Life booklet.  See “Advance Directives.” 
· The following statement may be included on an application for a driver's license, commercial driver's license, motorcycle operator's license or endorsement, or state identification card. The donor shall sign the statement or the application containing the statement. If the donor is under eighteen years of age, a parent or guardian of the donor also must sign the statement or the application containing the statement.  
“Upon my death, I make an anatomical gift of organs, tissues, and eyes for any purpose authorized by law."  

 

Form One

ANATOMICAL GIFT OF 

    

 _____________________________________________________________________________

  

Print or type name of living donor 

 In the hope that I may help others upon my death, I hereby give the following body parts: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

for any purpose authorized by law: transplantation, therapy, research, or education. 

Signed by the donor and the following two witnesses in the presence of each other: 

     

 _____________________________________________________________________________

 Signature of Donor 

______________________________________________________________________________ Date of Birth of Donor 

______________________________________________________________________________

 Date Signed 

_____________________________________________________________________________

 Witness 

_____________________________________________________________________________

 Witness 

    

This is a legal document under the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act or similar laws." 

 
Form Two
 ANATOMICAL GIFT BY A RELATIVE OR 

  THE GUARDIAN OF THE PERSON 

  OF A DECEDENT 

 

I hereby make this anatomical gift from the body of  __________________________________ (name) who died on  _____________ (date) in ___________________________ (city and state) 

The marks in the appropriate squares and the words filled into the blanks below indicate my relationship to the decedent and my desires respecting the anatomical gift. 

 1. I survive the decedent as: 

    

 [ ] spouse; 

 [ ] adult son or daughter; 

 [ ] parent; 
    
[ ] adult brother or

      sister; 
[ ] grandparent; 

[ ] guardian of the  

       person; 

 [ ] person authorized to 
      dispose of the body

2. I hereby give the following body parts: 

[ ] heart   
[ ] liver  
[ ] skin 
[ ] middle ear 

[ ] kidneys 
[ ] lung  
[ ] heart valves 
[ ] pancreas 
[ ] eyes  
[ ] bone/ligament
[ ] other
 for: 
[ ] any purpose authorized by law 

[ ] transplantation 

[ ] therapy 

[ ] medical research and education 

 3. After the donated organs, tissues, or eyes are removed, the remains of the body shall be disposed of in the following manner: ________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
at the expense of the following person: _____________________________________________
 Date  ___________________________ City and State _________________________________
____________________________________         _____________________________________
     Witness                                                               Signature of Survivor     

_____________________________________       _____________________________________
     Witness                                                                Address of Survivor"     
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