Day Care Centers

Physicians are frequently requested to administer examinations and to certify that both employees of day care centers and children attendees meet the applicable health requirements for employment or attendance.  Below is a brief description of these requirements.

Examinations Required

· Physicians may be asked by parents with children in day care centers to provide:

(1) A medical statement affirming certain medical information; or  

(2) Instructions for the administration of medication, food supplements, or modified diet. 

· Administrators, employees and child care staff members are also required by regulation to have a physical examination by a licensed physician and file a signed medical statement with the facility.

Employee Medical Statements (OAC 5101:2-12-25)

· Each administrator, employee, and child care staff member must receive a medical examination from a licensed physician or a certified nurse practitioner within three years prior to the first day of employment, and every three years from date of exam.
· The medical form must be signed and dated by the physician or certified nurse practitioner verifying that the employee is:
(1) Free of communicable tuberculosis;
(2) Physically and mentally fit for employment in a facility caring for children; and
(3) Immunized as required by the Ohio Department of Health and Occupational Safety and 

Health Enforcement and Administration. An employee may be exempt from the immunization requirement for religious reasons upon filing a written request with the center, and for medical reasons upon filing a written request signed by a licensed physician.
· An additional report or examination by a licensed physician or mental health professional may be required when there is concern about an employee's ability to perform required duties.
· Click here for a copy of the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services Employee Medical Statement for Child Care Centers and Type A Homes. http://www.lorainccc.edu/NR/rdonlyres/6FE139CB-A9AE-4BA0-8B56-770726B05691/3704/medicalform.pdf 
Children's Medical and Enrolment Records (OAC 5101:2-12-37)

· Each child attending the center (except those children who are attending a grade of kindergarten or above) shall have on file verification of a medical exam.
(1) The medical statement must verify a date of exam within the past twelve months and be on file within thirty days of the child's date of admission and every thirteen months thereafter, until the children are attending a grade of kindergarten or above.
(2) The medical statement must contain the following information:
(a) The child's name and birth date;
      (b) The date of examination;
      (c) The signature, business address and telephone number of the licensed physician or 

           certified nurse practitioner who examined the child;
      (d) A statement that the child, according to age, has had immunizations required by the 

            Ohio Department of Health;
      (e) The statement that the child has been examined and is in suitable condition for 

           participation in group care.
· Immunization requirements may be waived by the administrator for religious reasons upon submission of the parent or guardian's written request for exemption or for medical reasons upon submission of a physician's or certified nurse practitioner's written request for exemption. 
· Click here for an ODJFS Child Enrollment & Health Information Form.  http://www.odjfs.state.oh.us/forms/results1.asp 
· Click here for an ODJFS Request for Administration of Medications Form. http://www.odjfs.state.oh.us/forms/file.asp?id=45587 
If you have additional questions regarding the contents of this section, please contact the O.O.A. at (614)299-2107 or the Law Office of Eric A. Jones at (614) 545-9998. 

